
 
Mr. Fergusson's Map of the Lolo Country
Source: The Geographical Journal, Vol. 36, No. 4 (Oct., 1910), pp. 438-439
Published by: geographicalj
Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/1777051
Accessed: 17-06-2016 04:41 UTC

 
Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of the Terms & Conditions of Use, available at

http://about.jstor.org/terms

 

JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content in a trusted

digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and facilitate new forms of scholarship. For more information about

JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.

The Royal Geographical Society (with the Institute of British Geographers), Wiley are
collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve and extend access to The Geographical Journal

This content downloaded from 155.69.24.171 on Fri, 17 Jun 2016 04:41:05 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms



 438 438  MR. FERGUSSON'S MAP OF THE LOLO COUNTRY. MR. FERGUSSON'S MAP OF THE LOLO COUNTRY.

 Length ... ...... ... ... 8626'24 feet.
 Length by triangulation ... .. ... 8628'78 ,,

 Difference ... ... ... 2'54 ,,

 It was also intended to observe a latitude at boundary post No. 5, where our
 survey joined up with that of Captain Woodroffe, but, the rains having set in, it was
 impossible to get any observations to either sun or stars.

 On plotting our value of boundary post No. 5, it was found to be approximately
 3600 feet east of the line joining the centre of Yola with the centre of the Cross
 river rapids, whose agreed mean azimuth was 46? 44' 27" E. of north. Assuming
 the longitude of Calabar (which was fixed by chronometer journeys, and from
 which the longitude of the centre of thle Cross rapids was determined) as correct,
 the longitude of Yola becomes 12? 28' 53" E. (approximate), i.e. 36" west of the
 position agreed upon by the British and German Governments, but very near
 the arithmetical mean between the observed British and German longitudes of the
 centre of Yola obtained in 1903 by the Yola-Chad Boundary Commission.

 The heights of all the trigonometrical points were observed and calculated, while
 the barometer and hypsometer were used to determine the heights of those hills
 which were not included in the triangulation.

 The detail of the country was filled in by plane-tabling, the presence of very
 large quantities of iron in the hills and their neighbourhood rendering the compass
 very unreliable, except for road-sketches between fixed points. The mean varia-
 tion of the compass along the boundary-line is 11?'8 W. (variation between 9?'5
 and 15?).

 The map of the country was drawn on a scale of 1:125,000.
 At Bashu, the end of the line to be surveyed, where there was a boundarX

 pillar fixed by Captain Woodroffe, the British calculations differed from those of the
 Germans by 0"'37 lat. and 2"'22 long.

 The Commission was divided into five parties for carrying out the survey.
 Three of them were provided with 5-inch micrometer theodolites, and they observed

 the angles for triangulation and plane-tabled in the neighbourhood of the trigono-
 metrical stations, while the remaining two carried out the plane-table work, made
 preliminary reconnaissances, and erected beacons. All the sections were provided
 with helios, so that it could always be arranged, if necessary, to observe to four
 points on the same day from a trigonometrical point in addition to other points
 which were visible. This arrangement worked very well.

 The time taken on the work was 373 working days, inclusive of Sundays;
 on 62 of these work had to be suspended owing to bad weather, while 15 more
 days were lost on account of the trouble with the natives in the Sonkwala valley.
 This gives a total of 296 actual working days, including Sundays, during which
 4000 square miles of country were surveyed.

 MR. FERGUSSON'S MAP OF THE LOLO COUNTRY.*

 MR. W. N. Fergusson, whose map of the portion of Se-chuan lying
 west of the Min and north of the Tung rivers was published in the
 Journal for December, 1908, has since done a similar piece of work for
 a more southern part of the same province, principally south of the
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 Tung river, and including the little-known area inhabited by the Inde-
 pendent Lolos. Like the former map, the present contribution is based,
 so far as Mr. Fergusson's own work is concerned, on a plane-table
 sketch, but this has been supplemented by information collected by
 inquiry from the natives. We hope to print shortly some notes by Mr.
 Fergusson himself on the country in question, and the mode of con-
 structing the map, but as the traveller has been unable to supply these
 before once more leaving this country, we publish the map without wait-
 ing for the commentary. Something has been done of late years towards
 filling in the blank space which represented the Independent Lolo country
 in Mr. Colborne Baber's map of 1882 (R.G.S. Supplementary Papers,
 vol 1, Part I.) by the work of Bonin, D'Ollone, and others, but the
 greater part of the area has remained so little known that Mr. Fergusson's
 sketch will be useful, even though it can make no claim to accuracy
 in the parts not actually visited. Unfortunately, Mr. Fergusson has not
 clearly distinguished the routes followed by himself from those inserted
 from native information, though it is evident from his original survey
 sheets that he followed the route traversing the western part of the area,
 between Ya-chou in the north and Ning-yuan-fu in the south. This,
 however, had already been followed by other travellers. The map shows
 a number of routes across the Lolo country, north of Bonin's and
 D'Ollone's tracks (which hardly extended north of 28?, so far as the
 country of the independent Lolos is concerned), and inserts a large
 amount of detail not shown on previous maps. It also marks the spot at
 which the late Mr. J. W. Brooke met his tragic death.

 FURTHER EXPERIMENTS ON DEW-PONDS.*
 By EDWARD A. MARTIN, F.G.S.

 Is April last I had the honour of reading a paper before the Research Committee
 on the subject of Dew-ponds.t The present paper is to be regarded as a continua-
 tion of that paper, and although the summer and autumn of 1909 were not con-
 ducive to a successful study of the subject, I think that perhaps sufficient new
 material has accrued to justify a further contribution on the subject, and to draw
 deductions therefrom. In resuming my observations on the Sussex Downs early
 last summer, my first duty was to repair my experimental pond. During the late
 autumn of 1908 it had filled rapidly, and with the heavy falls of snow which
 occurred during the winter, which was artificially piled around the edge in accord-
 ance with Clutterbuck's suggestion, the result was satisfactory, in that the pond
 became practically full, although not with dew. With the break up of the frost,
 the pond showed signs of serious leakage. This may possibly have had its origin
 in the disintegrating power of frost, the damage as usual appearing when the thaw
 set in, or it may have been owing to the fact that a deep hole showed itself in the
 clay bottom where a thick stick had almost if not quite pierced it. Visiting the

 * Research Department, April 21, 1910.
 f See the Geographical Journal for August, 1909.
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